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satisfied with Mr. Lawson's performance before the committee,
dismissing him somewhat harshly as "by temperament unfitted
to be a witness," but he had no such unfavourable opinion of his
own qualifications and gave the impression of thoroughly enjoying
himself, His evidence was, however, destined to come to an abrupt
end, for, having told the committee the rumours that he had
heard and having stated that he had made his own inquiries and
received information which satisfied him that there was at least
strong ground for suspicion, he refused point-blank to give the
sources from which that information had been obtained, * 'because
the position of an editor depends on his inspiring confidence in
the people with whom he has confidential communication. And
it would be quite impossible for me to carry on my business if
anyone had reason to suppose that communications made to me
would be repeated before either a committee of the House of
Commons or any other body."

Thereupon the committee, after private deliberation, resolved
to report him to the House for "refusing to give information in
his possession and to produce letters asked for by the committee
which in the opinion of the committee should be laid before
them."

Meanwhile February 12 had come and with it the end of the
session. The committee had already sat for forty-one days and
examined thirty witnesses, but no Minister had yet been heard
except the Postmaster-General and he only on the isolated
question of the appointment of a Technical Committee, as recom-
mended in the interim report of January 14. Being unable to
complete the inquiry, they agreed to report the minutes of the
evidence and to recommend that a committee on the subject be
appointed in the next session. In other words, they complied with
the formalities necessary to ensure their own resurrection.

The committee was not to sit again until March 25, and it
looked as if the Ministers would have to wait with such patience
as still remained to them during the intervening six weeks, while
the rumours gathered ever-increasing strength and numberless
busy-bodies ferreted about for fresh sources of slander.

For Sir Rufus in particular the strain was becoming almost
intolerable. In addition to the routine work of his department
and the conduct of several heavy cases in court he had to carry
an immense burden of anxiety and responsibility. His decision
to postpone a declaration as to his holding in the American com-
pany had miscarried owing to the unforeseen delays. He had
informed Mr. Falconer and Mr. Handel Booth privately of these
transactions, in order that they might be forearmed when the